August 11, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Bond to Drown the State in Debt While Californiag Thirsty:
Bay Area Joins State-wide Opposition to Water Bond”

Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 10:30 AM—San Frand@tpHall, Polk Street Steps

For more information contact:

Zach Tuller, Office of Sargisor Ammiano (415) 554-5148
Jennifer Clary, Clean Water Action (707) 483-6352
Linda Sheehan, California Coastkeeper Alliance (31®-7730

Supervisor and State Assembly candidate Tom Ammaanduesday joins water leaders and advocates
around the state in asking Governor SchwarzenegggeBenator Feinstein to remove their $9.3 billion
bond from consideration for the November ballotvéchtes want the Governor to instead distribute
existing bond funds, and engage in a process teloleveal solutions for California’s water challesg

“I don’t want to start my term in Sacramento tedlimothers that their local school is closing socae

build a dam,” said Supervisor Ammiano, who was atieinged in the Democratic primary for the seat
being vacated by Assembly member Mark Leno. Ammianformer school board member, created San
Francisco’s rainy day fund, which will provide scl®with more than $18 million for the current soho
year to partially offset state cuts. “I spent n@aks as a Supervisor bringing people together] araht to

do the same thing in Sacramento,” said Ammianmghis 2002 charter amendment which reformed the
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission as am&la of bringing all parties together to fix a beok
system.

“In San Francisco, we’ve been working for yeargnsure that our water system returns water to the
environment and diversifies our local supply ireapgonsible manner,” said Jennifer Clary, a politaiyst
for Clean Water Action, an environmental organmatbased in San Francisco. “This bond doesn¢cefl
those priorities.”

Community organizations impacted by state budges @lso came to express their strong disapproval fo
the proposed bond. “We support Central Valley comities that don’t have safe drinking water, and we
support fishing communities on the coast that Hmen devastated by the collapse of the salmontiryfus
said Karen Pierce of Bayview Hunters Point CommuAdvocates. “Unfortunately, this bond doesn’t
help them, and it hurts us, because the cost afyreg the debt will fall primarily on Californialsoorest
residents.”

“Our state is in dire need of leadership on watat amounts to more than simply spending billiomsem
on failed strategies,” said Linda Sheehan, Exeeudirector of the California Coastkeeper Alliance,
representing 12 California Waterkeepers includiag Brancisco Baykeeper. “California needs a strong
foundation of policies that commit to clean, abumidaater. Instead, California’s water policy ie@use

of cards that fails to hold up our vision of logadustainable water supplies and healthy watenvays.

Adam Scow, California organizer for Food & Watertdlg agreed. “This billion dollar bond boondoggle
will do little to solve our State's water probletise said. "California needs a comprehensive walser
before allocating billions of dollars of taxpayarsney."
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